Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Text 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 MONTEV 01068 092108 Z 

73 

ACTION ARA-I7 

INFO OCT-OI ADP-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-09 H-02 INR-IO L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-IO PA-03 RSC-OI PRS-OI SS-I5 USIA-I2 

COME-00 EB-II LAB-06 SIL-OI NIC-OI AGR-20 OMB-OI 

TRSE-00 STR-08 CIEP-02 RSR-OI /I35 W 

020819 

R 092010 Z APR 73 
EM AMEMBASSY MONTEVIDEO 
TO SECSTATEWASHDC4I82 
INFO CINCSO 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE MONTEVIDEO 1068 

E. O. 1 1652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, FLAB, UY 

SUBJ: CNT DEMANDS THIRTY- FIVE PERCENT WAGE HIKE 
AT SITE OF TEXTILE COMPANY STRIKE 

CINCSO FOR POLAD 

REF: MVD 1010 

1 . CNT' S EXPANDED GOVERNING BOARD ON APRIL 7 DECIDED THAT THE 
COMMUNIST- LED CONFEDERATION WOULD SEEK A 35 PERCENT GENERAL 
INCREASE FOR PRIVATE AND PUBLIC SECTORS, EFFECTIVE MAY I , AS 

AN " ADVANCE" ON WAGE ADJUSTMENT EXPECTED AT MID- YEAR. INCREASE 
IN MINIMUM WAGE ( PRIVATE SECTOR) TO 61,500 PESOS MONTHLY FROM 
45,500 ALSO SOUGHT. THESE DEMANDS WERE DEVELOPED WITH INDEPENDENT 
PORT WORKERS UNION ( USOP) AND ARE NOW SUBJECT TO RATIFICATION BY 
THAT GOUP AT MEETING SCHEDULED FOR APRIL 10. 

2. AS GESTURE OF SUPPORT TO STRIKING WORKERS OF " LA 
INDUSTRIAL" TEXTILE COMPANY, CNT’ S GOVERNING BOARD MEETING 
TOOK PLACE AT JUAN LACAZE ( DEPARTMENT OF COLONIA). THIS GAVE 
TOP CNT LEADERSHIP AN OPPORTUNITY TO DEMONSTRATE ITS MILITANCY 
IN FACT OF CRITICISM FROM ELEMENTS WITHIN CNT' S TEXTILE WORKERS 
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AFFILIATE ( COT), AMONG OTHERS, THAT CNT LACKS A " PLAN FOR 
FIGHTING" FOR ITS PLATFORM. WORKERS FROM THE STRUCK TEXTILE PLANT 

BEGAN " MARCH OE SACRIEICE" TO MONTEVIDEO, DISTANCE OF 
APPROXIMATELY 150 KILOMETERS. POLICE HAVE ORDERED WORKERS TO END 
OCCUPATION OF PLANT BY APRIL 9. COMMENT: GIVEN 
RADICAL PRESSURES WITHIN COT, THIS CONFLICT COULD PROVOKE 
SYMPATHY STRIKES IN OTHER TEXTILE PLANTS. 

ORTIZ 
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